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The Long-Awaited, Enormously Entertaining Memoir by One of the Great Artists of Our
Time—Now a New York Times, USA Today, Los Angeles Times, and Publisher’s Weekly Bestseller.
In this candid and often hilarious memoir, the celebrated director, comedian, writer, and actor
offers a comprehensive, personal look at his tumultuous life. Beginning with his Brooklyn
childhood and his stint as a writer for the Sid Caesar variety show in the early days of television,
working alongside comedy greats, Allen tells of his difficult early days doing standup before he
achieved recognition and success. With his unique storytelling pizzazz, he recounts his
departure into moviemaking, with such slapstick comedies as Take the Money and Run, and
revisits his entire, sixty-year-long, and enormously productive career as a writer and director,
from his classics Annie Hall, Manhattan, and Annie and Her Sisters to his most recent films,
including Midnight in Paris. Along the way, he discusses his marriages, his romances and
famous friendships, his jazz playing, and his books and plays. We learn about his demons, his
mistakes, his successes, and those he loved, worked with, and learned from in equal measure.
This is a hugely entertaining, deeply honest, rich and brilliant self-portrait of a celebrated artist
who is ranked among the greatest filmmakers of our time."This book-both a narrative and a film
directory-surveys and analyzes English-language feature films (and a few shorts and TV
shows/movies) made between 1927 and 2016 that tell stories about jazz music, its musicians, its
history and culture. Play the Way You Feel looks at jazz movies as a narrative tradition with
recurring plot points and story tropes, whose roots and development are traced. It also
demonstrates how jazz stories cut across diverse genres-biopic, romance, musical, comedy and
science fiction, horror, crime and comeback stories, "race movies" and modernized Shakespeareeven as they constitute a genre of their own. The book is also a directory/checklist of such films,
66 of them with extensive credits, plus dozens more shorter/capsule discussions. Where jazz
films are based on literary sources, they are examined, and the nature of their adaptation
explored: what gets retained, removed, or invented? What do historical films get right and
wrong? How does a film's music, and the style of the filmmaking itself, reinforce or undercut the
story?--Between 1925 and 1928 the Hot Five--the incomparable Louis Armstrong and four
seasoned practitioners of the burgeoning jazz style--recorded fifty-five performances in Chicago
for the OKeh label. Oddly enough, the quintet immortalized on vinyl with recent technology
rarely performed as a unit in local nightspots. And yet, like other music now regarded as
especially historic, their work in the studio summarized approaches of the past and set
standards for the future. Remarkable both for popularity among the members of the public and
for influence on contemporary musicians, these recordings helped make "Satchmo" a familiar
household name and ultimately its bearer an adored public figure. They showcased Armstrong's
genius, notably his leadership in transforming the practice of jazz as an ensemble improvisation
into jazz as the art of the improvising soloist. In his study Professor Anderson--for the first
time--provides a detailed account of the origins of this pioneering enterprise, relates individual
pieces to existing copyright deposits, and contextualizes the music by offering a reliable timeline
of Armstrong's professional activities during these years. All fifty-five pieces, moreover, are
described in informed commentary [Publisher description].Appealing to music majors and
nonmajors alike, JAZZ: THE FIRST 100 YEARS, ENHANCED MEDIA EDITION, 3e delivers a
thorough introduction to jazz as it explores the development of jazz from its nineteenth-century
roots in blues and ragtime, through swing and bebop, to fusion and contemporary jazz styles.
Completely up to date, the text devotes a full third of its coverage to performers from the 1960s
to the present day. It also includes expansive coverage of women in jazz. Biographies, social
history, and timelines at the beginning of chapters put music into context--giving students a true
feel for the ever-changing sound of jazz. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the
product description or the product text may not be available in the ebook version.Three critical
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essays by Robert Chasse. The unifying theme is the cardinal role of the middle-class (a.k.a. the
petty-bourgeoisie) in the making of the modern world.Offers a guide to the shrines, graves, and
memorabilia of jazz, blues, country, rhythm and blues, and rock musicians.Louis Armstrong.
"Satchmo." To millions of fans, he was just a great entertainer. But to jazz aficionados, he was
one of the most important musicians of our times--not only a key figure in the history of jazz but
a formative influence on all of 20th-century popular music. Set against the backdrop of New
Orleans, Chicago, and New York during the "jazz age", Collier re-creates the saga of an oldfashioned black man making it in a white world. He chronicles Armstrong's rise as a musician,
his scrapes with the law, his relationships with four wives, and his frequent feuds with fellow
musicians Earl Hines and Zutty Singleton. He also sheds new light on Armstrong's endless need
for approval, his streak of jealousy, and perhaps most important, what some consider his
betrayal of his gift as he opted for commercial success and stardom. A unique biography,
knowledgeable, insightful, and packed with information, it ends with Armstrong's death in 1971
as one of the best-known figures in American entertainment.Saxophonist John Coltrane was one
of the most innovative, creative, and influential jazz artists of the 20th Century. Both stylistically
and harmonically, he opened doors for others to follow. This book will focus on the first period of
Coltrane's career, when he was with Miles Davis, and the jazz vocabulary he used. First, to help
the student better understand Coltrane's bebop style of improvising, the authors discuss the use
of guide tones, bebop scales, three to flat nine, targeting, and other techniques. Then the text
presents numerous one-, two-, and three-measure jazz lines in Coltrane's style grouped by the
harmony over which they can be used. the accompanying play-along CD provides the rhythm
parts for each section, including a track for each section that modulates through the cycle of
fourths, helping you master the phrases in all keys. By combining various lines, musicians will be
able to mix and match numerous combinations of these lines to play over ii-V-I progressions,
turnarounds, and other harmonic situations. Incorporate these essential jazz lines into your
vocabulary and you will be able to create your own lines in the style of John Coltrane.‘In this
book can be heard the merest edge of an enormous conversation. As they never were in life, we
can imagine the speakers all gathered in some vast room, wearing name tags in case they don’t
recognize each other (although some recognize each other all too well, and avoid contact). My
heroes and heroines are here. The reader will recognize some of their names, while other names
will be more obscure. My intellectual betes noires are here too, and the same division might
apply.’ An almanac combining a comprehensive survey of modern culture with an annotated
index of who-was-who and what-was-what, Cultural Amnesia is Clive James’ unique take on the
places and the faces that shaped the twentieth-century. From Anna Akhmatova to Stefan Zweig,
via Charles de Gaulle, Hitler, Thomas Mann and Wittgenstein, this varied and unfailingly
absorbing book is both story and history, both public memoir and personal record – and provides
an essential field-guide to the vast movements of taste, intellect, politics and delusion that
helped to prepare the times we live in now.He calls himself "The Invisible Clarinetist" since he
never really achieved the kind of fame or notoriety he might have liked. This story is about his
musical life and about some of the people who have come to share and enrich it. Music has
always been his first love but his wife and family of ten children had to be his first priority, and
raising ten kids is another book all by itself. This book celebrates his musical life as he lived it.
This accountability, as he calls it, is dedicated and intended for his children, so they know how
hard he had to work to support them and accounted for why he wasn't around much while they
were growing up. He had to work day jobs plus playing the music at night. I guess if he had to
blame someone for what some people may call neglect, or child abuse, it would have to be Benny
Goodman the great Chicago jazz clarinetist. He heard an early recording of Benny with the Ben
Pollack band and fell in love with his hot playing.Can music make the world a better place? Can
it really 'belong' to anyone? Can the magic, mystery and incertitude of music - of the human
brain meeting or making sound - can it stop wars, rehabilitate the broken, unite, educate or
inspire? From Jimi Hendrix playing 'Machine Gun' at The Isle of Wight Festival in 1970 to the
Bataclan under siege in 2015, Ed Vulliamy has lived the music, met the legends, and asked, when
words fail, might we turn to music? There's only one way to find out, and that is to
listenSaxophonist John Coltrane was one of the most innovative, creative, and influential jazz
artists of the 20th Century. Both stylistically and harmonically, he opened doors for others to
follow. This book will focus on the first period of Coltrane's career, when he was with Miles
Davis, and the jazz vocabulary he used. First, to help the student better understand Coltrane's
bebop style of improvising, the authors discuss the use of guide tones, bebop scales, three to flat
nine, targeting, and other techniques. Then the text presents numerous one-, two-, and threemeasure jazz lines in Coltrane's style grouped by the harmony over which they can be used. the
accompanying play-along CD provides the rhythm parts for each section, including a track for
each section that modulates through the cycle of fourths, helping you master the phrases in all
keys. By combining various lines, musicians will be able to mix and match numerous
combinations of these lines to play over ii-V-I progressions, turnarounds, and other harmonic
situations. Incorporate these essential jazz lines into your vocabulary and you will be able to
create your own lines in the style of John ColtraneFrom Palace to Palais, the musicians who
played in the big bands tell their own stories, bringing to life an unforgettable era. Pre-war
reminiscences give an insight into a never-to-be-forgotten era, when London's nightclubs were
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the haunts of the aristocracy and of royalty, and the Prince of Wales would jump at any
opportunity to play drums with the resident band. The elegant world of top hat, white ties and
tails has gone for ever, but in Talking Swing the musicians relive those nights when they played
for as long as the customers wanted to dance - often into the early hours of the morning. Out of
London, there were the variety tours, where the band was top of the bill and there wasn't an
empty seat in the house. The problems faced by British musicians during the war years, when
London's society bands continued to play throughout the Blitz, were enormous, and they are
vividly portrayed in Talking Swing. Amongst those recalled are Ambrose, Jack Hylton, Geraldo,
Ted Heath and Syd Lawrence, who took over when almost everyone else had packed it in and who
kept on swinging against all odds. This was the golden age of the big bands, and the story of
those days is told by the men and women who made the music.Cello Playing for Music Lovers
provides beginners and intermediate students with an authoritative, step-by-step guide to
learning to play the cello. Diliana Momtchilova, a graduate of Julliard, provides technical
explanations and many photos. Gifted cellist Erik Friedlander plays the 116 musical figures
discussed in the book on the accompanying play along CD. The book includes musical examples
from folk, Broadway and classical traditions.Written from the student's viewpoint, it teaches all
the required skills, including reading music, using the bow effectively, analyzing musical
structures, The book starts from scratch with songs transcribed for beginners and advances
gradually to 4th position Included are folk songs, hymns, Broadway standards like "Some
Enchanted Evening," and classical selections like a Bach Prelude and Sarabande. Later sections
explore some music theory and how to play in chamber music groups The author, a Ph.D. and
experienced teacher, presents this fascinating material in small, logical steps. As cellist Aaron
Minsky said, "Your idea that the cello can be enjoyed on a simple level even within a few weeks of
study is very true. . . This book will bring the joys of cello playing to many people who would not
have believed it possible." Playing the cello will give any music lover unparalleled satisfaction. If
you always wished you could do it "in your next life," do it now.Michael Campbell’s bestselling
POPULAR MUSIC IN AMERICA remains the industry standard in breadth of coverage, readability
and musical focus. Students follow the evolution of popular music from the mid-19th century to
the present with discussions of connections, contrasts and patterns of influence among artists,
styles and eras. The new fifth edition offers an in-depth section on 21st century music, helping
instructors to connect to their students through a modern lens. Units are clearly defined by style
and timeframe, and chapters feature narrowly focused objectives. This edition features a vibrant,
richly illustrated, magazine-like design that appeals to visually oriented readers. Important
Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be
available in the ebook version.For jazz historians, Louis Armstrong's Hot Five and Hot Seven
recordings mark the first revolution in the history of a music riven by upheaval. Yet few traces of
this revolution can be found in the historical record of the late 1920s, when the discs were made.
Even black newspapers covered Armstrong as just one name among many, and descriptions of
his playing, while laudatory, bear little resemblance to those of today. Through a careful analysis
of seven seminal recordings in this compact and engaging book, author Brian Harker recaptures
the perspective of Armstrong's original audience without abandoning that of today's listeners.
The world of vaudeville and show business provide crucial context to his readings, revealing how
the demands of making a living in a competitive environment catalyzed Armstrong's unique
artistic gifts. Invoking a breadth of influences ranging from New Orleans clarinet style to Guy
Lombardo, and from tap dancing to classical music, Louis Armstrong's Hot Five and Hot Seven
Recordings offers bold insights, fresh anecdotes, and, ultimately, a new interpretation of Louis
Armstrong and his most influential body of work.In this study, Reid Mitchell takes the reader to
Mardi Gras - a yearly ritual that sweeps the multicultural city of New Orleans into a frenzy of
parades, pageantry, dance, drunkenness, music, sexual display, and social and political
bombast."Explosive" Set in California during the first Gulf War, this novel follows the toxic
misadventures of Eliot James from a college campus in San Jose to the streets of Chicago as he
wavers between self-realization and self-destruction on his journey to become a great jazz
musician. "Provocative" Lost in a world of moral ambiguity and spiritual disenchantment Eliot
struggles not to lose his sanity or his soul to the inexhaustible carousing of his reckless friends.
"Sophisticated" Torn between two loves and two lives, Eliot is faced with trust and betrayal, fate
and chance, new passions and disappearing dreams. "Sexy" Read the novel people are calling an
exciting mix between Fear and Loathing and Generation X!Blacks may have had a hard history on
this land of the free. But they have never stepped back or just stayed on the sides while the world
continues turning. In their own simple ordinary ways, they have made extraordinary
contributions of works that benefitted society until today. In appreciation and recognition of
some remarkable Black Louisianians, author Norman R. Smith honors them with the release of
his newly published book, Footprints of Black Louisiana. Black men and women are proud of
their heritage and they only want a chance to prove their worth to society. The author’s
collection unveils a mass of great Black Louisianians and he tells who they are and what they
have done to make America a better place. He invites the reader to follow the Footprints of Black
Louisiana as he spotlights: Black activist, philanthropists, civic and political leaders,
businessmen, educators, religious leaders, musical, visual and literary artists, entertainers,
scientists, inventors, medical professionals, and others who have made long lasting contribution
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to the world. This collection features distinct images of landmarks and significant buildings
erected through the efforts of Black Louisianians.A complete jazz chronology, ESSENTIAL JAZZ
delivers a thorough and engaging introduction to jazz and American culture. Designed for
nonmajors, this brief text explores the development of jazz, from its 19th century roots in
ragtime and blues, through swing and bebop, to fusion and contemporary jazz styles. Unique in
its up-to-date coverage, one-third of ESSENTIAL JAZZ is devoted to performers of the 1960s
through present-day performers. The text's flexible organization and clear, interesting
presentation are designed to appeal to students with little or no music background. Accessible,
informative Listening Guides provide a rich sociocultural context for each selection, giving both
newcomers and aficionados a true feel for the vibrant, ever-changing sound of jazz. Important
Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product text may not be
available in the ebook version.Saxophonist John Coltrane was one of the most innovative,
creative, and influential jazz artists of the 20th Century. Both stylistically and harmonically, he
opened doors for others to follow. This book will focus on the first period of Coltrane's career,
when he was with Miles Davis, and the jazz vocabulary he used. First, to help the student better
understand Coltrane's bebop style of improvising, the authors discuss the use of guide tones,
bebop scales, three to flat nine, targeting, and other techniques. Then the text presents
numerous one-, two-, and three-measure jazz lines in Coltrane's style grouped by the harmony
over which they can be used. the accompanying play-along CD provides the rhythm parts for
each section, including a track for each section that modulates through the cycle of fourths,
helping you master the phrases in all keys. By combining various lines, musicians will be able to
mix and match numerous combinations of these lines to play over ii-V-I progressions,
turnarounds, and other harmonic situations. Incorporate these essential jazz lines into your
vocabulary and you will be able to create your own lines in the style of John Coltrane.Also
available in Japanese from ATN, Inc.In Songbooks, critic and scholar Eric Weisbard offers a
critical guide to books on American popular music from William Billings's 1770 New-England
Psalm-Singer to Jay-Z's 2010 memoir Decoded. Drawing on his background editing the Village
Voice music section, coediting the Journal of Popular Music Studies, and organizing the Pop
Conference, Weisbard connects American music writing from memoirs, biographies, and song
compilations to blues novels, magazine essays, and academic studies. The authors of these works
are as diverse as the music itself: women, people of color, queer writers, self-educated scholars,
poets, musicians, and elites discarding their social norms. Whether analyzing books on Louis
Armstrong, the Beatles, and Madonna; the novels of Theodore Dreiser, Gayl Jones, and Jennifer
Egan; or varying takes on blackface minstrelsy, Weisbard charts an alternative history of
American music as told through its writing. As Weisbard demonstrates, the most enduring work
pursues questions that linger across time period and genre—cultural studies in the form of notes
on the fly, on sounds that never cease to change meaning.In this richly detailed and prodigiously
researched book, jazz scholar and musician Ricky Riccardi reveals for the first time the genius
and remarkable achievements of the last 25 years of Louis Armstrong’s life, providing along the
way a comprehensive study of one of the best-known and most accomplished jazz stars of our
time. Much has been written about Armstrong, but the majority of it focuses on the early and
middle stages of his career. During the last third of his career, Armstrong was often dismissed as
a buffoonish if popular entertainer. Riccardi shows us instead the inventiveness and depth of his
music during this time. These are the years of his highest-charting hits, including “Mack the
Knife” and “Hello, Dolly"; the famed collaborations with Ella Fitzgerald and Duke Ellington; and
his legendary recordings with the All Stars. An eminently readable and insightful book, What a
Wonderful World completes and enlarges our understanding of one of America’s greatest and
most beloved musical icons.Saxophonist John Coltrane was one of the most innovative, creative,
and influential jazz artists of the 20th Century. Both stylistically and harmonically, he opened
doors for others to follow. This book will focus on the first period of Coltrane's career, when he
was with Miles Davis, and the jazz vocabulary he used. First, to help the student better
understand Coltrane's bebop style of improvising, the authors discuss the use of guide tones,
bebop scales, three to flat nine, targeting, and other techniques. Then the text presents
numerous one-, two-, and three-measure jazz lines in Coltrane's style grouped by the harmony
over which they can be used. the accompanying play-along CD provides the rhythm parts for
each section, including a track for each section that modulates through the cycle of fourths,
helping you master the phrases in all keys. By combining various lines, musicians will be able to
mix and match numerous combinations of these lines to play over ii-V-I progressions,
turnarounds, and other harmonic situations. Incorporate these essential jazz lines into your
vocabulary and you will be able to create your own lines in the style of John Coltrane.LIFE
Magazine is the treasured photographic magazine that chronicled the 20th Century. It now lives
on at LIFE.com, the largest, most amazing collection of professional photography on the
internet. Users can browse, search and view photos of today’s people and events. They have free
access to share, print and post images for personal use.An introduction for new fans, a useful
handbook for jazz enthusiasts and performers, and an important reference for students and
educators, this second edition of Ted Gioia's The Jazz Standards--now updated by popular
demand-- belongs on the shelf of every serious jazz lover or musician.Saxophonist John Coltrane
was one of the most innovative, creative, and influential jazz artists of the 20th Century. Both
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stylistically and harmonically, he opened doors for others to follow. This book will focus on the
first period of Coltrane's career, when he was with Miles Davis, and the jazz vocabulary he used.
First, to help the student better understand Coltrane's bebop style of improvising, the authors
discuss the use of guide tones, bebop scales, three to flat nine, targeting, and other techniques.
Then the text presents numerous one-, two-, and three-measure jazz lines in Coltrane's style in
notation and tablature grouped by the harmony over which they can be used. the accompanying
play-along CD provides the rhythm parts for each section, including a track for each section that
modulates through the cycle of fourths, helping you master the phrases in all keys. By combining
various lines, musicians will be able to mix and match numerous combinations of these lines to
play over ii-V-I progressions, turnarounds, and other harmonic situations. Incorporate these
essential jazz lines into your vocabulary and you will be able to create your own lines in the style
of John Coltrane.Also available in Japanese from ATN, Inc.Saxophonist John Coltrane was one of
the most innovative, creative, and influential jazz artists of the 20th Century. Both stylistically
and harmonically, he opened doors for others to follow. This book will focus on the first period of
Coltrane's career, when he was with Miles Davis, and the jazz vocabulary he used. First, to help
the student better understand Coltrane's bebop style of improvising, the authors discuss the use
of guide tones, bebop scales, three to flat nine, targeting, and other techniques. Then the text
presents numerous one-, two-, and three-measure jazz lines in Coltrane's style grouped by the
harmony over which they can be used. the accompanying play-along CD provides the rhythm
parts for each section, including a track for each section that modulates through the cycle of
fourths, helping you master the phrases in all keys. By combining various lines, musicians will be
able to mix and match numerous combinations of these lines to play over ii-V-I progressions,
turnarounds, and other harmonic situations. Incorporate these essential jazz lines into your
vocabulary and you will be able to create your own lines in the style of John Coltrane.Also
available in Japanese from ATN, Inc.Pacific Voices Talk Story invites Pacific Americans to record
their hearts and minds to be turned into pages not only Pacific Americans want to read, but our
neighbors up the street. We’ve much to learn about ourselves, other Islanders here, and the
diversity of America. If we’re not talking to each other now, reading Pacific Voices Talk Story will
tell you that tribalism and village mentalities followed us to the mainland. Read and join the
dialogue of Pacific Americans claiming new identities and finding a place in the mainland that
trumps their nostalgic past.The Encyclopedia of Great Popular Song Recordings, Volumes 1 and
2 covers the full range of popular music recordings with virtually unprecedented breadth and
depth. In this 2-volume encyclopedia, Sullivan explores approximately 1,000 song recordings
from 1889 to the present, telling the stories behind the songs, recordings, performers, and
songwriters. From the Victorian parlor ballad and ragtime hit at the end of the 19th century to
today’s rock classics, the Encyclopedia progresses through a parade popular music styles, from
jazz to blues to country Western, as well as the important but too often neglected genres of
ethnic and world music, gospel, and traditional folk. This book is the ideal research tool for
lovers of popular music in all its glorious variety.The critical role of Europe in the music,
personalities, and analysis of jazzBenny Goodman was born into a family so poor that they often
did not have enough to eat. However, Benny’s father made sure there was enough money for
music lessons. From his early days as a preteen sensation in Chicago’s music scene, Benny rose
to become one of the most important figures in jazz music. He was the first jazz artist to perform
at New York’s famous Carnegie Hall and made swing music popular all over the world. Along the
way, Benny helped integrate big bands by performing with African–American musicians at a time
when prejudice ruled society. Follow the amazing story of America’s own “King of Swing” and
learn amazing facts about jazz history in this biography.In this book and CD master jazz guitarist
Frank Vignola has taken eight different jazz standard chord progressions and recorded rhythm
guitar parts so you can play along and learn these most commonly used chord progressions. He
has also written out a jazz solo for each of the eight tunes. These are recorded at slow and faster
tempos for practice. the first chorus of every track has both the solo and the rhythm guitar, and
the rest of the choruses have just the rhythm guitar for you to jam along with. the notation for
each tune includes a jazz solo written out in notation and tablature and also a chord chart.A
“New & Noteworthy” selection of The New York Times Book Review “Alexis Clark illuminates a
whole corner of unknown World War II history.” —Walter Isaacson, New York Times bestselling
author of Leonardo da Vinci “[A]n irresistible human story. . . . Clark’s voice is engaging, and her
tale universal.” —Jon Meacham, Pulitzer Prize–winning author of Thomas Jefferson: The Art of
Power and American Lion: Andrew Jackson in the White House A true and deeply moving
narrative of forbidden love during World War II and a shocking, hidden history of race on the
home front This is a love story like no other: Elinor Powell was an African American nurse in the
U.S. military during World War II; Frederick Albert was a soldier in Hitler’s army, captured by
the Allies and shipped to a prisoner-of-war camp in the Arizona desert. Like most other black
nurses, Elinor pulled a second-class assignment, in a dusty, sun-baked—and
segregated—Western town. The army figured that the risk of fraternization between black nurses
and white German POWs was almost nil. Brought together by unlikely circumstances in a racist
world, Elinor and Frederick should have been bitter enemies; but instead, at the height of World
War II, they fell in love. Their dramatic story was unearthed by journalist Alexis Clark, who
through years of interviews and historical research has pieced together an astounding narrative
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of race and true love in the cauldron of war. Based on a New York Times story by Clark that drew
national attention, Enemies in Love paints a tableau of dreams deferred and of love struggling to
survive, twenty-five years before the Supreme Court’s Loving decision legalizing mixed-race
marriage—revealing the surprising possibilities for human connection during one of history’s
most violent conflicts.Music has been in my blood from the day I was born, said Louis
Armstrong. He rose from a troubled childhood and a life of poverty to set the music world on
fire. Armstrong's lively trumpet playing, trademark "scat" singing, and natural talent for
showmanship dazzled audiences for more than fifty years. In clear, crisp prose, the McKissacks
place Armstrong in American musical history and show the impact his extraordinary talent made
throughout the world.Getting Started with Jazz is a practical and imaginative introduction to the
jazz style for instrumentalists and pianists of any age, from pre-reading to early intermediate
stage. Through listening and improvising, you'll explore swing, the blues scale, jazz harmony and
structure---and build confidence along the way. The book also includes an enhanced CD
featuring audio tracks to play along with and piano accompaniments to download.Throughout
his life, Louis Armstrong tried to explain how singing with a barbershop quartet on the streets of
New Orleans was foundational to his musicianship. Until now, there has been no in-depth inquiry
into what he meant when he said, "I figure singing and playing is the same," or, "Singing was
more into my blood than the trumpet." Creating the Jazz Solo: Louis Armstrong and Barbershop
Harmony shows that Armstrong understood exactly the relationship between what he sang and
what he played, and that he meant these comments to be taken literally: he was singing through
his horn. To describe the relationship between what Armstrong sang and played, author Vic
Hobson discusses elements of music theory with a style accessible even to readers with little or
no musical background. Jazz is a music that is often performed by people with limited formal
musical education. Armstrong did not analyze what he played in theoretical terms. Instead, he
thought about it in terms of the voices in a barbershop quartet. Understanding how Armstrong,
and other pioneer jazz musicians of his generation, learned to play jazz and how he used his
background of singing in a quartet to develop the jazz solo has fundamental implications for the
teaching of jazz history and performance today. This assertive book provides an approachable
foundation for current musicians to unlock the magic and understand jazz the Louis Armstrong
way.Finalist for the 2015 Pulitzer Prize in Biography. "Profoundly evocative and altogether
admirable…The writing and detail are so brilliant that I found the volume revelatory." —Tim
Page, Washington Post Nearly 100 years after bursting onto Chicago’s music scene under the
tutelage of Joe "King" Oliver, Louis Armstrong is recognized as one of the most influential artists
of the twentieth century. A trumpet virtuoso, seductive crooner, and consummate entertainer,
Armstrong laid the foundation for the future of jazz with his stylistic innovations, but his story
would be incomplete without examining how he struggled in a society seething with brutally
racist ideologies, laws, and practices. Thomas Brothers picks up where he left off with the
acclaimed Louis Armstrong's New Orleans, following the story of the great jazz musician into his
most creatively fertile years in the 1920s and early 1930s, when Armstrong created not one but
two modern musical styles. Brothers wields his own tremendous skill in making the connections
between history and music accessible to everyone as Armstrong shucks and jives across the
page. Through Brothers's expert ears and eyes we meet an Armstrong whose quickness and
sureness, so evident in his performances, served him well in his encounters with racism while his
music soared across the airwaves into homes all over America. Louis Armstrong, Master of
Modernism blends cultural history, musical scholarship, and personal accounts from
Armstrong's contemporaries to reveal his enduring contributions to jazz and popular music at a
time when he and his bandmates couldn’t count on food or even a friendly face on their travels
across the country. Thomas Brothers combines an intimate knowledge of Armstrong's life with
the boldness to examine his place in such a racially charged landscape. In vivid prose and with
vibrant photographs, Brothers illuminates the life and work of the man many consider to be the
greatest American musician of the twentieth century.
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